Movement of food through the gut of Catharsius molossus (Coleoptera: Scarabaeidae).
The movement of food through the anterior and posterior midgut and hindgut regions of adult Catharsius molossus has been studied under the influence of temperature, relative humidity, starvation period and availability of food. Temperature had the most profound effect on the rate of movement of food through the different regions of the gut. Starvation had direct and indirect effects on the rate of movement of food while relative humidity had no significant effect. Availability of food after a test meal increased the rate of food movement in the gut.